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160 THE AMERICAN POLITICAL SCIENCE REVIEW 

The volume deals with the preparation of exhibits and the planning 
of exhibitions — two entirely different things. Social science and in- 
dustrial and civic welfare constitute the principal subject matter. 
The outline of the volume is comprehensive. It presents systemati- 
cally the reasons for an exhibition, what to do with it, how to organize, 
advertise and follow it up, the cost, etc. The chapter on cost gives 
definite figures and illustrations for various classes of exhibitions rang- 
ing from $600 to $3,500, the paragraphs on the apportionment of ex- 
penditures being especially valuable. 

The illustrations naturally are an important part of such a book and 
their selection an indication of the authors' ability in this field. They 
are numerous and varied and in the main well selected. Almost all 
of them are popular in character. War posters and exhibitions for 
war purposes, notwithstanding the merit of many of them, have not 
received much attention. The reproduction of a few posters or panels 
in color would have been of value. 

So far as it goes, the bibliography is good. It does not include, 
however, one of the most authoritative volumes on the scientific side 
of exhibit material, namely, Frank J. Warne's Book of Charts; nor a 
sufficient reference to the books dealing with the use of statistics. 

The A B C of Exhibit Planning will be of practical value to all plan- 
ners of exhibitions, to social workers, and others interested in indus- 
trial and civic improvement. 

John Nolen. 

Cambridge, Mass. 

American Cities: Their Business Methods. By Arthur Benson 
Gilbert. (New York: The Macrnillan Company. 1918. 
Pp. 240.) 

The author, an ardent admirer and follower of Mr. Tom L. Johnson, 
the late mayor of Cleveland, has written this little book for the pur- 
pose of giving wider advertisement to the views of his leader. It is 
somewhat difficult to see just what readers he has in view. Technical 
terms are scattered through the volume too generously if the general 
reader is in mind; on the other hand, the specialist will not derive a 
great deal of information which is not already at his disposal. 

The "book is sent forth with the hope that it may help to concen- 
trate attention on the possibilities of constructive city evolution." 
The author looks on the city as a great assemblage of people who should 
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be taught to cooperate to the fullest possible extent in forming a pro- 
ductive society in competition with other similar societies. He dis- 
cusses the elements of production such as cost of materials, labor, land, 
capital; he of course goes into the question of government ownership 
of all utilities that are subject to monopoly control; and he pays his 
compliments to the commission-manager type of city government. 

He complains rather bitterly that citizens are so indifferent, but he 
believes that this indifference can be removed if they can be shown 
that their material welfare is involved in a more efficient city devoted 
to highly developed and highly socialized industry. He thinks that 
such a city would produce such quantities of valuable goods that all 
its members would be comfortable and happy. Among his arguments 
probably the most determined is for an approach to the "single tax," 
a lack of which he thinks is one of the greatest modern evils. 

Edgar Dawson. 

Hunter College. 



MINOR NOTICES 

The Year Book of the State of Indiana for the Year 1917 (1918, pp. 
883) is an attempt to bring the most important facts about the govern- 
ment of the state indicated into such form as to be serviceable to the 
largest possible number of people. The bulky compilations and dreary 
wastes of statistics usually found in the reports of state departments 
have been boiled down and digested for use by busy people. Statistics 
have not been entirely eliminated, however, and the book not only 
serves the purpose of popularizing the reports of the state departments, 
but also supplies a useful reference work on the political, economic 
and social characteristics of the state government. 

The Journal of the National Institute of Social Sciences (vol. I, no. 1) 
contains a collection of some thirty papers by various writers including 
Honorable Elihu Root, Dr. Charles W. Eliot, Professor Irving Fisher, 
former President Taft, Dr. Wilfred T. Grenfell, and others. The 
papers cover a wide field and include such subjects as Magna Charta 
(Root), One way of Escape from the Abyss of War (Eliot), Street 
Traffic Regulation (Eno), The Year's Work in Labrador (Grenfell), 
Modern Botany (M. T. Cook), Progress of the Pure Food Law (Alice 
Lakey), and others equally unrelated. 



